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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . K This communication is responsive to 1/28/04 . 

2. |EI The allowed claim(s) is/are 13. 18-22.92.93 (renumbered as 1-8) . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 13, 18-22, 92 and 93 are pending in this Office Action. Claims 1-12, 14-17, 23- 
82 and 84-91 were cancelled by the Applicant (28 May 2004). 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to the applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Lisa Haile on May 28, 2004. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

In Claim 13(b) the phrase "T is U" is replaced by "all T's are replaced by U ! s." 
In Claim 13(c) the phrase "(a)" is replaced by "the full-length polynucleotide of (a)" 
In Claim 21, the first word "A" is replaced by "An isolated." 
Reasons for Allowance 

The polynucleotide of the Instant Application encodes a novel and nonobvious spectrin- 
like peptide, similar to other spectrin-like polypeptides (Katan, et al, 1999, FEBS Letters 452:36- 
40). The claims of the instant application are directed to the polynucleotide of SEQ ID NO: 3 
(encoding SEQ ID NO: 4), as well as vectors and recombinantly-produced cells comprising the 
polynucleotide of SEQ ID NO: 3. The claims are free of the prior art as the polynucleotide has 
not been studied in the prior art. The specification provides experimental evidence of utility and 
enablement under 35 U.S.C 1 12, first paragraph. The claims also meet 35 U.S.C. 1 12- second 



Application/Control Number: 09/695,795 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1647 

paragraph requirements because the claims point out and distinctly claim the invention. The 
Examiner's Amendment (above) serves to clarify the scope of the claimed polynucleotides. 

Advisory information 



examiner should be directed to Sandra Wegert whose telephone number is (571) 272-0895. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM (Eastern Time). 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Gary 
Kunz, can be reached at (571) 272-0887. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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